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burning of Latimer and his fellows, the people, as a
whole, were supporters of the old faith, thenceforth
the majority was in favour of anything rather than
that.

Upon the social and economic conditions of
England the Reformation, involving as it did the
partial disendowment of an institution which owned
nearly half the real property in the country, could
not fail to have a profound effect. By the dissolu-
tion of the monasteries, the possession of land passed
into the hands of new men, whose aim it was to make
as much profit as possible from their property. They,
therefore, either raised rents very considerably or
converted the farms into pasturage. The monks had
been lenient with their tenants, and had been great
employers of labour, for they desired rather to make
each monastery self-supporting than to increase their
already great wealth. And so, under the new con-
ditions, numbers of men were thrown out of work,
and from their ignorance of anything except agri-
culture, they could for the present find no employ-
ment. Moreover, in face of the competition of great
landowners small farming ceased to pay ; prices had
risen with the rise in rent and the depreciation of the
coinage, and were maintained at a high level by the
class of wholesale dealers which now arose. As a
result there was widespread distress, the country was
filled with numbers of sturdy beggars, and crimes of
violence enormously increased. The ridicule cast
upon things, which had been formerly the object of
great veneration, exemplified by parodies of the Mass
and desecration of the Sacraments, led to scepticism